
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE TOWN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
TOWN OF WILLIAMSTON, NC 

 
July 12, 2021 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Williamston met in regular called meeting on Monday, July 12, 2021 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room 102 E. Main Street, Williamston, NC.   
 
PRESENT  Mayor: Joyce Whichard-Brown 
 Commissioners:  Ronell Rodgers, Jerry Knox, Al Chesson, and William Coffield         

Town Administrator:  Christina Craft, Interim 
Town Clerk:  Jackie Escobar 
Finance Officer:  Christina Craft 

  Planning and Zoning Administrator: Cameron Braddy 
Fire Chief: Michael Peaks 

  Police Chief: Travis Cowan 
  Public Works Director: Kerry Spivey 
  Parks and Recreation Director: Allen Overby 
   

 
ABSENT  Commissioner: Alton Moore 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
The Mayor called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Coffield led the pledge of allegiance. Commissioner Chesson 
offered the invocation, after a moment of silence for the tragedy in Florida and our country.  

 
 

AGENDA APPROVED  
The Mayor asked if there were any adjustments to the Agenda or if the Board wished any items to be removed or 
added to the Agenda. It was approved by Commissioner Chesson, seconded by Commissioner Rodgers, and 
unanimously passed to approve the regular agenda as presented.   
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
The Mayor asked if there were any adjustments to the Consent Agenda or if the Board wished any items to be removed 
or added to the Consent Agenda. It was moved by Commissioner Rodgers, seconded by Commissioner Coffield, and 
unanimously passed to approve the consent agenda.   
 
Items approved in the Consent Agenda are as follows:  

(1) Approval of the Minutes of June 7 and June 29, 2021  
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
The Mayor opened the floor for a Public Hearing regarding the Adoption for Zoning Ordinance Update 
 
Cameron Braddy reported the State of North Carolina updated their land use clause. Public hearing is required when 
there are amendments to the zoning ordinance. Cameron Braddy has not had any calls or letters with questions, 
accepts any questions at this moment. With no questions, Mayor closed public hearing. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Courtney Smith reported her father’s home had tree limbs in May 2020. The limbs were cut with help from their 
family. Her father resided at 2006 W Main Street. Her father was very sick and unable to cut them himself. A family 
member offered the use of his bucket truck to help with the limbs. Her father has since passed away. Lee Haislip, the 
Public Works’ General Operations Foreman, drove by and told Courtney Smith’s family about the Town’s policy to 
not pick up limbs removed by contractors. Lee Haislip’s girlfriend, Virginia Gardner, posted a photo to Facebook with 
a caption implying the Smith’s had contractors removing the tree limbs. The homeowner and his family spoke on 
separate occasions to the Mayor and the Interim Town Administrator about limb removal. The family was informed 
that limbs removed with professional equipment would not be picked up by Public Works. Courtney Smith states the 
homeowner has paid taxes to the Town of Williamston and tree limb removal is a service provided by the town. 



Board of Commissioner’s Meeting 
July 12, 2021 
Page 2 
 
Courtney Smith questions who can and cannot use the Town’s newly purchased Air Curtain Burner. Mayor gives 
condolences and says tree limb removal will go under advisement.  
Paul Smith, in support of his granddaughter Courtney Smith, reported that his son had a stroke and was very sick 
while working on the house. The trees in his driveway had limbs falling on the vehicle and home and a large pecan 
tree fell once on part of the house. The homeowner was afraid another tree would fall on the house and he would not 
be able to move out of the way. They requested help from their cousin. The cousin owned a bucket truck as a hobby 
and not for commercial use. They cut the limbs as small as possible. Some limbs were used for firewood. Mayor noted 
that it is an excessive number of limbs, the weight exceeds what the Town’s policy allows for pick up. Mayor states 
the limb removal was taken under advisement. 
Bobby Williams, states he owns a bucket truck as a hobby and is not a contractor. He used the bucket truck to help 
Courtney Smith’s family cut the tree limbs. Williams understands that the number of limbs is excessive, but thinks 
Town could have picked up the limbs if they had started early. Williams claims that Town employees spied on him 
by parking across the street at Fitness Unlimited and took a photograph of him using the bucket truck. Bobby Williams 
concluded his report by saying Public Works’ new Air Curtain Burner could be used for the limbs at 2006 W Main 
Street. Mayor says it will be taken under advisement. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
COVID UPDATE – VICKY MANNING 
Vicky Manning reported there have been 4 new cases of COVID in Martin County since Friday. Manning noted 471 
active cases on January 11th, whereas on July 12th there were only 5 active cases. Martin County lists 33rd on the 
nation’s vaccination dashboard. 41% of the residents received at least the 1st dose. All 3 vaccines available are proving 
to effectively decrease COVID symptoms.  Fortunately, there are no outbreaks to report. The Health Department has 
held popup vaccination clinics at Robersonville, Oak City, and Jamesville. The Health Department is willing to work 
with organizations to administer vaccines to people interested. Manning also reports that booster shots won’t be seen 
until 2022 per CDC speculation. Commissioner Rodgers questioned why some people are hesitant to receive the 
vaccination. Manning speculates it is because of various reasons, including conspiracy theories. Commissioner 
Rodgers asks if we should still wear masks. Manning suggests that masks be worn when in contact with unvaccinated 
individuals. She believes it’s safe to attend public events with the proper safety precautions. 
 
TARHEEL APARTMENT BUILDING 
 
Situation Update 
Zach Dickerson reported a significant portion of the Tarheel Apartment Building’s roof caved in. The wall fell down 
in June. Zach and Cameron have contacted contractors to see distinct viewpoints about the future of the building. The 
building has several cracks in the bricks. One contractor believes a bad storm could possibly take down the apartment 
building. Dickerson sent a request to the County to officially condemn the building. He is meeting with contractors to 
analyze quotes for the demolition of the building. The building is a serious safety hazard. The non-profit organization 
that legally owned the Tarheel Apartment Building as of July the organization is officially dissolved. Moving forward, 
Zach and Cameron continue to gather quotes from various contractors. The Mayor asks about the shared wall between 
the Tarheel Apartment Building and the neighboring business. Zach notes the building does share a wall with the SS 
Custom Cycle Inc. motorcycle business. When speaking to contractors, Zach asks for two numbers, one if both 
buildings must come down and another if the motorcycle business can be saved. The SS Custom Cycle Inc. being 
demolished along with the Tarheel Apartment Building is a possibility. Zach states he has been in contact with SS 
Custom Cycle Inc.’s owner and has asked them to reach out to their insurance agent. Town Attorney suggests SS 
Custom Cycle Inc.’s owner could be brought into discussions about the demolition. She suggests Town would do well 
to reach an agreement with the business owner. Commissioner Rodgers questions what could happen if someone is 
injured by the Tarheel Apartment Building. The Building and adjacent parking spaces are barricaded to prevent 
injuries. However, Town Attorney Watsi thinks if anybody is injured a lawsuit will be quick to follow. At this point 
no direct liability until the Town owns the building. Town only has to take ownership if the demolition grant is 
approved. Commissioner Rodgers asks about safety measures being taken at night, such as lights or signage. 
Commissioner Chesson asks if signage asking citizens to stay away could be an admission of guilt by association. 
Town Attorney Watsi says it is worth doing everything possible to prevent injuries. If an injury were to result in 
litigation any safety efforts would be noticed. 
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Consideration of Tarheel Apartment Building Exception 
Town set barricades around the Tarheel Apartment Building for people’s safety. The costs are usually added to 
property owner’s tax levy and the owner is notified with a letter; however, this building has no owner. Jeneane Everett 
requested that the costs be added to code enforcement instead of tax lien. If the costs were added to the tax lien, it 
would lower the collection rate. Commissioner Chesson made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Rodgers to allow 
costs of $3,900 be charged to code enforcement and was unanimously passed. 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF ADOPTION OF ZONING ORDINANCE UPDATE 
Cameron Braddy reports that the State of North Carolina recently updated Land Use Zoning Laws. The Zoning 
Ordinance Update is mostly statute citation changes and verbiage change. 160A has been updated to 160D. Previously, 
Chapter 160A contained all statutes and laws used for all zoning. The Planning Board and Board of Adjustments laid 
out how things need to run. The update reworded roles and responsibilities. While there were no major changes it is 
required to adopt the Zoning Ordinance Update. Commissioner Rodgers made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Coffield to adopt the Zoning Ordinance 2021-7 and was unanimously passed.  Ordinance 2021-7 is hereby attached 
with the minutes of this meeting and incorporated in the Town’s Ordinance Book for future reference. 
 
 
DISCUSSION OF DILAPIDATED PROPERTIES 
Cameron Braddy reported a list of dilapidated properties to be demolished. 1 out of the 5 properties is a commercial 
property. He included visuals of the five properties. Braddy reported a letter from a resident expressing concern about 
a dilapidated property at 207 Center Street. Braddy has since contacted the owner of 207 Center Street.  
The homeowner was unaware of the state of the property and the junk cars parked there. The homeowner is interested 
in fixing the property. Commissioner Rodgers asked if the 207 Center Street property is dilapidated? Cameron Braddy 
informed that the property is not dilapidated, but it is deteriorating. Commissioner Rodgers notes that citizens fail to 
realize the Town doesn’t have the power to get rid of properties. Commissioner Rodgers questions why the demolition 
process takes so long. Cameron Braddy states the list of properties includes 15 or 20 properties, but the department is 
focusing on the worst properties. Braddy expects demolitions will be finished by December. Commissioner Rodgers 
asked about tax base decreasing, people who maintain their property have legitimate concerns about the tax value. 
Interim Town Administrator explains that heirs to properties don’t always stay and invest in their property. The Town 
cannot overstep until the house is dilapidated.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
4-WAY STOP AT ROBERSON/CHURCH STREET 
Christina Craft reports a complaint from a concerned citizen Mr. Goss. Mr. Goss wants a 4-way stop sign at the 
intersection at Roberson and Church Street. The intersection is wide, at a curb, and the main thoroughfare. While it is 
not an area prone to accidents, Mr. Goss has seen some close calls. His main worry is the children who play on that 
street. He requested a speed bump which was rejected. Madam Mayor considers a stop sign a good idea, issue tabled 
until next meeting.  
 
 
ORDINANCE 2021-6 DECLARING A ROAD CLOSURE FOR THE 25TH ANNUAL CAROLINA COUNTRY 
STAMPEDE 
Interim Town Administrator reports last year’s 24th annual Carolina Country Stampede was cancelled due to the 
COVID pandemic. The Stampede brings in lots of people to spend money in Williamston. The Stampede gives family 
and community a place to share. The Stampede Committee is considering how the Tarheel Apartment Building is an 
obstacle to the safety of those attending the Stampede. A possibility is to cut off the part of the festival usually in front 
of the Tarheel Apartment Building. Commissioner Rodgers wants to wait for the solution from the committee. Tabled 
until next meeting.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
Police 
The Police Chief provided the following report: 

• He reported officers are attending training. 
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• Staff has begun involvement with community events such as the local job fair. 
• Equipment for vehicles were on backorder due to COVID and understaffing, the vehicles are currently 

being equipped.  
• Staff are currently operating of the new Police Department building. 
• Police Department building will be finished soon. 

 
Public Works 
The Public Works Director provided the following report: 

• The Director reported 5 new hires. 
• New Air Curtain Burner is in place. Staff are working on positioning the Burner and putting it to use. 

 
Fire/Rescue 
The Fire Chief provided the following report: 

• Staff has continued Hazmat training 
• An Outer Banks fuel leak was successfully handled over the phone 
• The Emergency Manager is retiring and will be presented a plaque 
• Will Ray is the Emergency Manager replacement.  
• Five officers completed Child Seat Installation training and became Car Seat Technicians 
• Medicaid contracts were submitted 
• New EMS Truck arrived and was equipped with $17,000 CPR device 
• Rating inspection will occur August 24 
• EMS staff have been participating in community events 
• He thanked the board for the new building 
• The Fire Chief expects the building will be finished in two weeks. 

  
Parks & Recreation 
The Parks and Recreation Director reported the: 

• Softball season is over. 
• Summer programs have decreased numbers due to school remediation. 
• Art Camp is happening Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
• Back to School Event happened in June. 
• They signed a contract with Rivers and Associates for a park. 
• New staff will be presented in August meeting. 
• Commissioner Rodgers questions if the gym has taken any measures regarding masks. The Parks and 

Recreation director stated that mask use is not enforced in the gym, but children are spread out at a safe 
distance. The Fire Chief explained that all the departments are doing the best they can to follow CDC 
regulations. 
 

Planning  
The Town Planner and Zoning Administrator reported: 

• Zach Dickerson presented an updated copy of downtown events 
• Chase Connor left the Chamber of Commerce, but scheduled community events through December 
• Annual Main Street Conference coming up regarding revitalization efforts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION 

It was moved by Commissioner Chesson, seconded by Commissioner Coffield to go out of special session into closed 
session to under Personnel per N.C.G.S. 143-318-11(a)(6).  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Chesson to go out of closed session and back into open special session. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Coffield and passed unanimously. 
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There being no further business, the Mayor declared the meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m. 
 
Submitted By:       Approved By: 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________  __________________________________________________ 

Town Clerk       Mayor 
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